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Olympic Peninsula District Garden Gazette 

Volume 1, Issue 4, June 2018 

Here’s the first change: 

Some of you don’t like all 

the colors, because you 

want to print this out, and 

you don’t want to use up 

your cartridges, and you 

think it’s difficult to read. 

Okay, let’s try it with less 

color and see if we like it 

better. Let me know what 

you think, okay? 

And we now have some 

recipes to print. These 

have not been tested by 

the editor, so you will have 

to trust the recipe owners. 

I cannot be held responsi-

ble, since I have not yet 

tried them. Too busy put-

ting together the G.G. 

Keep those recipes and 

pictures and et cetera 

coming. It’s all good! 

Kate Stephenson, Editor 
catsplantsbooks@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 3087  
Sequim, WA. 98382  

Co-Director: Mary Lou Paulson 

1845 E Lauridsen Blvd., P.A., WA 98362-4923 

chuck_marylou@hotmail.com 

360-452-7701  

Co-Director: Mary Lou Waitz 

15 E. Bachelor Rock Dr., P.A., WA 98363-8504 

marylou.94@hotmail.com 

360-928-3728  

(Continued on page 2.) 

District Directors’ Letter 
 

The hot and sunny weather we experienced 
toward the end of April was just a preview 
of North Olympic Peninsula summers.  We 
are sure you are enjoying the flowers, blos-
soms, but also the weeds and the pollen.  
Enjoy our amazing temperate growing cli-
mate.  
  
Your District Co-Directors and several Dis-
trict members had the opportunity to attend 
the Washington State Federation of Garden 
Clubs (WSFGC) GALA last March.  The floral 
designer, Jan Griffin from Florida, shared in-
teresting designs inspired by her home 
state of Washington.  Themes for the de-
signs ranged from Alki’s sunsets, the sunny 
Lake Chelan to Sekiu’s beauty.  The lunch 
was delicious and plentiful. 
  
Last month many of the District members 
attended the District Meeting in Forks.  Bo-
gachiel hosted the meeting in a new spa-
cious venue.  Muriel Nesbit, Master Garden-
er, gave us practical information on why and 
how to replace grass lawns.  The District 
Flower Show and visiting with other Clubs 
made the day complete.  Bogachiel G.C. 
members treated attendees to a delicious 
array of salads and desserts.   
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COMING SOON! 

District/State/National  

dates to remember! 

 

May 21-24 NGC Con-
vention, Philadelphia, 
PA.  
 
May 24 Judges’ Council, 
Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Fireside Room 
at 10:00 a.m., Port An-
geles  
 
June 3 - 9 National 
Garden Week 
 
June 4 - 6 WSFGC Con-
vention at Tacoma 
Dome Hotel, Tacoma, 
WA.  
 
June 4 – 6 WSFGC 
Board of Directors Meet-
ing, Tacoma Dome  
Hotel, Tacoma, WA.  
 
June 19 OPD District 
Awards Luncheon, SPGC 
Clubhouse, Sequim   
 
August 10 - 12 Jeffer-
son County Fair, Port 
Townsend  
 
August 15-19 Clallam 
County Fair, Port Ange-
les  
 
August 28-29 WSFGC 
Board of Directors—TBD 
 

 

(Continued from page 1.) 

  
What was your favorite part of the meeting was 
a question that was shared.  The list of favorites 
is included in this Garden Gazette.  The salads 
and desserts were so delicious the Bogachiel 
chefs were asked to share the recipes.  Look for 
them in the Gazette as well. 
  
Washington State Department of Transportation 
did not close 101 that day perhaps due to Bo-
gachiel Garden Club’s influence.  Thank you to 
the members of BGC for a welcoming, worth-
while meeting. 
  
June 4-6, 2018 are the dates for “Tahoma Sun-
rise”, the WSFGC 85th Convention in Tacoma.  
Events will include a presentation by Audubon 
Society Member, Roxy Giddings.  Attendees have 
opportunities to make bird seed cakes, create a 
fascinator hat, sharpen photographic skills, visit 
the Point Defiance’s Rose Garden and Hardy 
Fuchsia Garden, the Tacoma Museum of Glass, 
tour the LeMay - America's Car Museum, to 
name a few of the activities planned for you.   
 
Also, and very important to all of us, at this 
State Board Meeting the future fate of our own 
State Garden House in Seattle will be on a ballot 
for voting. This is an important and serious deci-
sion which will impact all garden club members, 
all garden clubs and all garden club districts in 
Washington.  
  
We are looking forward to seeing you and shar-
ing what was learned at the State level on June 
19, 2018 when we meet for the Awards Lunch-
eon at the Sequim Prairie Garden Club Club-
house.    
 
Your Olympic Peninsula District Co-Directors, 
Mary Lou Paulson 
Mary Lou Waitz 
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(Continued on page 4.) 

Sequim Prairie Garden Club  

 

The club membership has risen to 56 for this year.  They include members 
new to the area and members who have rejoined.  The lovely climate and 
sunshine make our area a wonderful environment to grow a garden.   
 
Our speakers have included Eleanor Garthwaite, a LPGC Lifetime Member 
who spoke to us on “In Defense of Creepy Critters”, a humorous and edu-
cational discussion of who we share our gardens with. Cynthia Herrick 
spoke to us about her gardening experiences in the landscape and design 
business as well as sharing fabulous photos of her personal garden on 
Bainbridge Island.  She now lives in Sequim.  We also hosted Lorrie Hamil-
ton, the OPD Master Gardener Program Coordinator, who discussed how 
the program works and what it offers to all gardeners.   
 
We are revving up for our 2018 fundraising season.  Our target is to re-
place the peeling clubhouse floor, a rather costly endeavor.  Our Spring 
Plant Sale on April 28th was a great success, maybe in part due to the pre-
ceding week of marvelous weather and the area outbreak of spring fever.  
Our sales surpassed all previous records.  The plants looked really good 
and we had a lot of them.   
 
On father’s day we will host a Pie Social in Pioneer Memorial Park that will 
include an antique car & motorcycle display.  We are hoping that the pie 
and car combination will lure additional families who are looking for an out-
ing to entertain dear old dad.  Our garage sale is slated for July 28th.  Last 
year was our first and it exceeded all expectations and so we will repeat.   
 
Our field trips for May will include the Whitney Rhododendron Garden and 
Valley Nursery in Poulsbo.  We plan to visit Sundquist Nursery in June, 
Lakewold Gardens in July and the Port Gamble Dahlia Garden in August 
along with lunch out.  
 
It took heavy equipment to remove two large, old tree stumps sitting in 
the middle of the lawn at Pioneer Memorial Park.  Matt Willis, an eagle 
scout candidate, along with other scouts, friends, church members and 
family removed one stump and replaced it with a lovely Japanese flowering 
cherry along with a rhododendron, azalea and perennials.  George Peter-
son, the new owner of Peninsula Nursery, removed the other stump and 
replaced it with a red twigged dogwood.  A special thanks to both of them 
for improving park aesthetics.   
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In other park news, we will host a waterfall rededication with the City of 
Sequim on May 16th at noon.  This public event will include a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony followed by refreshments served in the clubhouse. 
  
We are hoping to see you on June 19th as we are hosting the Olympic Pen-
insula District Awards luncheon.  Please join us for great food and enjoy 
the park in bloom.   
 
Vina Winters, President 

(Continued from page 3.) 

Tri-Area Garden Club 
 

Spring is a wonderfully busy time of year for the TAGC.  As with other 
clubs, this is the time of year we begin to plan for next year, 2018-19 with 
new officers and committee choices.  Our tentative officers will be Lori 
Guilford and Jacque’ McInvale, co-presidents; Michelle Nyman, vice-
president; Angela George, secretary; and Teri Adams as treasurer. 
 
Our Plant Sale will be held on May 5.  This year, we truly seem to have the 
widest assortment of plants we have had available. This is our major fund-
raiser to support community and school grants and scholarships.  Again 
this year, we are partnering with the Chimacum High School Horticulture 
students to sell plants alongside them. We hope to continue this partner-
ship in future years. 
 
Last year our plant sale was very successful.  We recently determined our 
grant recipients from many applicants.  We will be donating to 3 communi-
ty gardens and harvest programs which contribute to local food banks, 
schools and senior centers.  Stretching our budget a bit, we also donated 
to a Main Street Port Townsend beautification project.  We look forward to 
these donations benefiting many areas of our community. 

“In the spring I have counted one hundred and thirty-six different kinds of 
weather inside of four and twenty hours.” Mark Twain  

 
“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.”  
 Margaret Atwood  

 

(Continued on page 5.) 
  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3472.Margaret_Atwood
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Keep this contact information handy: 

 

National Garden Clubs website https://
www.gardenclub.com/ 

 
Pacific Region website http://

www.pacificregiongardenclubs.org/ 
 

Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs website 
https://www.wagardenclubs.com/   (password: peony) 

 
Our April program was a member-to-member “favorite” plant ex-
change.  This is always a fun meeting with interesting and sometimes un-
familiar plants.  Our May program by Patrick Spence of Cascadia Iris Gar-
dens is titled “Puget Sound-Iris Wonderland”.  We have encouraged him to 
bring plants that we may purchase.  In June, Billie Fitch, from Nordland 
Garden Club, will present a workshop on How to Make Hypertufa Pots. 
 
Designing Ladies are also busy with their creative designs.  At the April 
meeting, the design theme was “Oriental Mood” Fiesta.  At the May meet-
ing, they will display their “Elegance,” Tea for Two designs.  They are also 
beginning plans for a flower and horticulture show in the fall. 
 
In May we have two tours planned.  One is to the Poulsbo Library for a 
presentation by Janit Calvo on Miniature Gardens, author of two books on 
that subject.  Later in May, we will have a tour to visit a private estate gar-
den out of Port Ludlow.  In June, we have a similar opportunity, to visit a 
private garden in Indianola.  It is always fun to take home a few ideas and 
inspirations from gardens with professional gardeners and unlimited re-
sources. 
 
We look forward to another year of learning, playing and gardening togeth-
er while we contribute to the Tri-Area Community and surrounding area.   
 
Jacque’ McInvale, Co-President 

(Continued from page 4.) 

https://www.wagardenclubs.com/
https://www.wagardenclubs.com/
http://www.pacificregiongardenclubs.org/
http://www.pacificregiongardenclubs.org/
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Port Angeles Garden Club 
 
As of March 1st, PAGC has 95 members and growing.  We just can’t seem 
to help it!  We welcome all our new members and look forward to much fu-
ture fun together. 
11 hearty members braved the cold, blustery weather and spent the day 
at the Bloedel Preserve on Bainbridge Island.  Many were unaware of such 
a jewel. 
 
13 members attended our Sister Club, Lincoln Heights Garden Club’s An-
nual Spring Tea and were treated to speaker Leilani Woods showing us 
how to care for and propagate fuchsias.  Some even went home with her 
fabulous fuchsias. 
 
11 members followed the Lake Crescent Construction Pilot Car and attend-
ed the District Spring Meeting and Flower Show in Forks.  The Show had 
many entries, all gorgeous and creative.  A surprising amount of horticul-
ture was in bloom despite this late Spring.  The Inspiration was so wel-
coming.  Maureen, you were a delight and your joy showed through in 
your dance. Thank you!  A wonderful lunch was enjoyed as well as Dr. 
Muriel Nesbitt’s Presentation on Alternatives to Grass.  We all went home 
and mowed. 
 
We have been busy, as are all clubs in the spring, readying for Plant Sales.  
14 of us were at the City Greenhouse to plant the City’s Hanging Baskets 
for downtown Port Angeles.  The baskets will be gorgeous and ready to 
hang the weekend after Mother’s Day.  And as is our luck, they loaded up 
3 pickup loads of plants for our plant sale!  Those many gorgeous plants 
were lovingly placed into waiting vehicles then we all went for a most wel-
comed brunch!  6 members were able to follow the trucks to begin the re-
potting of all those gorgeous plants in time for our Plant Sale on April 28th. 
 
Many activities remain before the summer “break” begins for our club.  Art 
in Bloom will take place at the Fine Arts Center May 11-13.  4 High School 
Students will be awarded Scholarships in May at PA High School Awards 
Night and 1 recipient at the Crescent School will be awarded our 2nd annu-
al Gertie Rohrbach Scholarship at their Graduation Ceremony in June.   
And finally, our Scholarship & Awards Luncheon will take place the end of 
June.  This year it will be held at 7 Cedars Casino in Blyn.  The Casino is 
even providing complimentary Shuttle Service to and from PA, so we can 
really celebrate! 
 
Then the real work begins.  Putting all the pieces in place for NEXT year’s 
Programs, Budget, Speakers, Programs, Picnic, etc., etc. OH MY!  I better 
get busy! 
 
Sally Shunn, President  
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“All birds, of course, are miracles, and humans have known this for 
millennia. We have looked to birds as oracles. Our hearts soar on 
their wings and their songs. Even the tiniest bird can teach us that 
life is larger than humankind alone.”  

Sy Montgomery, Author of Birdology: Adventures with Hip Hop 
Parrots, Cantankerous Cassowaries, Crabby Crows, Peripatetic Pi-
geons, Hens, Hawks, and Hummingbirds 

Flower Show School Course IV 

(See pictures page 10) 

 

The last in the series of Olympic Peninsula District sponsored Flower Show 

Schools was held May 1-3, 2018 at the Nordland Garden Clubhouse, Mar-

rowstone Island. There were 27 persons attending (registered) and 11 tak-

ing it for credit (taking point scoring exams and written tests) to become a 

judge.  

 

The Horticulture Instructor on Tuesday was Marva Lee Peterschick from 

Rosalia, WA (near Spokane) teaching Lilies (had to obtain from florist as 

none were blooming as yet in our gardens) and Rhododendrons (many 

wonderful examples of hybrids, species, dwarfs, azaleas and azaleoden-

drons from gardens of Nordland Garden Club and Olympic Peninsula chap-

ter of the American Rhododendron Society members). 

 

The Design Instructor on Wednesday was Lynn Fronk from Ohio on the 

subject of Abstract Designs—showing some spectacular ones she had cre-

ated with tropical flowers and containers and staging panels (backgrounds) 

loaned from Port Angeles member Mary Lou Waitz. Her practice and point 

scoring designs were made by the OP Judges Council members: Mary Lou 

Waitz, Linda Nutter, Marian Meany, Billie Fitch, Patti Wheatley, Judi 

McClanahan, Laurie Tillman, and students Kris Ayers, Debbie DeFilipps, 

Pam Ehtee, and Mary Corey. 

 

Good accommodations and great food for lunches and snacks plus coffee 

and tea were served by the Nordland Garden Club members. All who at-

tended commented on the superior food, as well as the expertise of the in-

structors. Preliminary report is a profit of approximately $325.00 

 

Billie Fitch, Course IV Chairman 
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Bogachiel Garden Club 
 
Bogachiel Garden Club (BGC) enjoyed serving as hosts at the spring dis-
trict meeting on April 17th. With over 40 district members in attendance we 
listened attentively to speaker and master gardener Muriel Nesbitt explain 
why we don’t need lawns and suggestions for alternatives to lawns, en-
joyed delicious salads and desserts prepared by our members, and partici-
pated in the district flower show. Thank you to all of you who were able to 
attend this event.  

  
What has BGC been up to lately? 
  
· The recent flower show school held in Nordland was attended by four of 

our members.  
· We are preparing for our annual plant sale on May 19th at the QVSD 

Forks High School Auto Center located at 360 S. Forks Avenue.   
· We are sending two delegates to the Washington State Federation of 

Garden Clubs Convention in June at the Tacoma Dome.  
· We recently started a 50/50 drawing at each meeting with 50% of the 

donated money contributed to the district funds and the 50% awarded 
to the lucky ticket winner.   

  
Our May business meeting will feature Judi McClanahan, master flower 
show judge. Throughout the past two years at each monthly business 
meeting she has highlighted the elements and principles of design. This 
month Judi will moderate a club discussion about what we have learned 
about design, and three club volunteers will design floral arrangements 
which will be gently critiqued by Judi.  

  
Thank you to our outgoing officers who served with devotion from 2016-
2018: Judi McClanahan & Kris Ayers, Co-Presidents; Tina Adams, Secre-
tary; and Barb Scott, Treasurer.  
 
Congratulations to our newly elected 2018-2020 BGC Officers: President, 
Tina Adams; Vice President, Linda Wells; Secretary, Christi Baron; Treasur-
er, Gayle Mousis; and Historian, Candice Bettelyoun. The new officers will 
take their respective offices on July 1, 2018. 

  
Kris Ayers, Co-President 
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Rhubarb Pie from Darlene Gahring 
 
4 cups finely cut rhubarb 

1/2 cup of sugar and 2 T. flour 
1 package 3 oz. Raspberry Jello 
 
Mix all together and pour into unbaked pie shell. 
 
Mix the following into fine crumbs: 
3/4 cup of sugar  
1/2 cup of flour 
4 Tablespoons of butter (or margarine) 
 
Sprinkle on top of pie. 
 
Bake at 425 degrees for 10 min., then 350 for 40 minutes. It boils over 
easily, but it’s a very pretty and tasty pie.  
Enjoy! 

Rhubarb Coffee Cake from Mary Jacoby   
 
Cake: 
 
1 ½ cups packed brown sugar 
½ cup softened butter (or margarine) 
1 egg 
1 tsp vanilla 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 cup buttermilk 
1 tsp baking soda 
Dash of salt 
2 cups diced fresh rhubarb 
 
Topping: 
 
½ cup sugar 
½ cup chopped pecans (optional) 
1 ½ tsp margarine 
1 tsp ground cinnamon 
 
Heat oven to 350 degrees.  Cream sugar, butter, egg and vanilla together.  
Add flour, buttermilk, baking soda and salt.  Mix well.  Fold in rhubarb.  
Pour into greased 9x13 baking pan.  Combine all topping ingredients and 
sprinkle over batter.  Bake for 40 to 45 minutes, or until toothpick inserted 
in center comes out clean. 



 10 

Pictures 

from FSS IV 
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Pictures from District 
Meeting/flower Show 
hosted by Bogachiel 

Garden Club 

  

Where are the pictures 
of the Hula Dancer?  


