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District Co-Directors’ Letter 
 
It is hard to believe it is autumn and Halloween is now in the past. We are 
now looking forward to Thanksgiving and then on to Christmas, Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa. Before you know it we will be in the New Year of 2019. 
 
As the seasons and holiday come upon us we are noticing changes in the 
temperature and therefore the growing season has slowed. November is 
the perfect time to plant spring flower bulbs. f you have not already done 
so you may still be able to take cuttings from tender plants and bring them 
out of the cold to root for next spring’s baskets and garden. This is a per-
fect time to prune evergreens for Holiday decorations or place in garden 
pots for ornamentation but also protect plants from cold temperatures.  
 
The Fall District Meeting at the Nordland Garden Clubhouse was a reward-
ing event for Garden Club members who had the opportunity to attend. 
The presentation by Mary Robson, “Gardening Gladly” gave all permission 
to relax and enjoy the garden. Kudos to Nordland members who treated 
attendees to a delicious luncheon including an amazing cheesecake.   
  
At this meeting Kris Ayers of the Bogachiel Garden Club gave a short slide 
presentation encouraging us to bring to our attention the Smokey Bear 
Poster Contest for youth. This is the 75th Anniversary celebrating Bear.   
 
Congratulations to the members of the Tri-Area Garden Club for their suc-
cessful and creative NGC Standard Flower Show. The educational exhibits 
caught my eye, as did the floral designs, table settings, and healthy horti-
culture. Congratulations to all who worked to produce the show and those 
who entered. You are all winners. 
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Dear Readers, 

I try to get this to you in a timely manner, and it helps if you send 

your pix, recipes, etc. as soon as you can. Have an idea for a book 

review? Send it. Got anecdotes from the last meeting/convention/

flower show? As long as they’ll be of interest to the rest of us, shoot 

them over. Ideas for speakers, field trips, ? Bring ‘em on! 

Regards, 

Kate Stephenson, Editor, catsplantsbooks@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 3087, Sequim, WA. 98382  
 

District/State/

National dates to re-

member! 

 

January 19, 2019, 1-
3 PM, Bogachiel’s An-
nual Tea, Forks Assem-
bly of God Church, 
Forks, Wa. 
 
February 20-24, 
2019, Northwest 
Flower & Garden 
Show, Seattle Conven-
tion Center  
 
March 1, Garden Ga-
zette Deadline 
 
March 18, Gala XLI 
at Red Lion, Olympia, 
Wa. 
 
March 19, WSFGC 
Board of Directors 
meet at Red Lion, 
Olympia, Wa. 
 
March 28, OPD 
Judges’ Council at Holy 
Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Fireside Room, 
10 AM, PA, Wa. 

(Continued from page 1.) 

The Washington State Federation of Garden 
Clubs’ Holiday Show and State Board of Direc-
tors’ meeting happened in Olympia, November 
5th-7th. At the State Meeting many topics were 
discussed. The sale of State Garden House in 
Seattle was one of the topics of discussion.  
Information garnered from this meeting was 
emailed to Club Presidents. 
 
The Holiday Show, a Flower Show, featured 
many incredible Horticultural specimens. The 
Design Division brought out creativity from 
members far and near. Congratulations to Tina 
Cozzolino, Port Angeles Garden Club, for winning 
two Blue Ribbons: One for her Underwater De-
sign and another for her Parallel Design. Con-
gratulations to Billie Fitch, Nordland Garden 
Club, for her clever artistic crafts Blue Ribbon 
winner. See pictures in this newsletter. 
 
If Floral Design pushes your “hot button”, then 
make plans to attend as the State presents their 
March 18th GALA. The lunch and floral design 
show is usually educational and inspiring. Tick-
ets are available. 
 
We wish you a wonderful Holiday Season! 
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Joyous 
Kwanzaa, 
 
Mary Lou Paulson 
Mary Lou Waitz 
Olympic Peninsula District Co-Directors 
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Port Angeles Garden Club 

September and October are ‘round and gone again and PAGC is geared up 
for another exciting, fun learning year. Our New Program Chair, Deanna 
Reynolds, has lined up some very exciting speakers for this year. In Sep-
tember we enjoyed Andrew May’s presentation of the Best Place in the 
World to Garden Year-Round (right here!) and even signed him up as a 
New Member!  In October Ciscoe Morris entertained us with his “Oo La La” 
Style of Hummingbird Madness. Did you see us in the Sunday PDN? If not, 
please see below: L-R Bobbie Daniels, Bev Dawson, Ciscoe, Sally Shunn!  

We are taking orders for wreaths and readying the Club by using our pro-
gram time this month to have a hands-on wreath design during our meet-
ing. That’ll get us in the mood! Oh boy the Holidays!  

Now it’s on to Joe Holtrop, Clallam Conservation District Manager since 
1999, who will speak on Landscaping with Native Plants in December. Lat-
er, WSU Master Gardener Keith Dekker will be featured on Pruning Year-
Round in the PNW. Then, our own BBB Chair Bobbie Daniels will speak to 
us about the Butterflies she grew up with and still loves.  

Student Judge Pam Ehtee 
and Master Gardener/Floral 
Design Institute graduate 
Leiann Niccoli will show and 
tell us on Conditioning En-
tries for a Flower Show or 
Fair. Clallam County Gleaner 
Karen Coles along with NGC 
accredited Judge Mary Lou 
Paulson, our own Garden Talk 
Gals, will discuss garden hap-
penings and weave in ideas 
for organic pest control along 
with answering all those gar-
dening questions.  

Then in May, we will all be at attention for Linda Nutter, also an Accredited 
NGC Judge when she comes to explain “How Judges Judge”. Whew! Aren’t 
we a busy bunch of gardeners.  

PAGC starts the year with our same Officers as last year but added 7 more 
members in October for a total of 90 members presently with 7 emeriti. 
Our meetings are the third Monday of the Month and held at the First 
Presbyterian Church here in PA at 8th and Oak. We welcome all interested 
persons to any Club meeting.  

Happy Holidays, everyone!  

Sally Shunn, President  
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Tri-Area Garden Club Flower Show 
 
Beautiful weather, a beautiful setting and the talents of our TAGC members 
combined to present a very successful Flower Show in October. Approxi-
mately 200 attendees delighted to see the creative designs representing 
the theme of the show, “Concert Under the Moon”. A wide selection of en-
tries for the Horticulture section of the show were interesting and informa-
tive, stimulating ideas for new plantings in landscaping. 
 
Co-president Jacque McInvale was awarded a ribbon for Design Excellence, 
Kathy Legarsky received the Tricolor award for her entry and Joan Wilder 
received her award for Excellence in Horticulture. Kathy Ryan received an 
award for her educational display on everything you might ever need to 
know about Dahlias. 
 
Many thanks to the judges who came from long distances and did an out-
standing job of assessing and critiquing the show. Due to the variety and 
creativity in the exhibits their skills were put to the test. 
 
The TAGC Flower Show Committee spent many hours in the planning to 
present a truly beautiful and entertaining show. Kudos to everyone who 
participated and attended! 
 
Please see the pictures on page 5. 
 

Tri-Area Garden Club 

Our club theme this year is “Together Growing Beautiful Friendships and 

Gardens”, and we welcome visitors to every Tri-Area club meeting, where 

we serve homemade food for all members as well as guests. 

November’s meeting (Nov. 9th) was scheduled to have a program present-

ed by Holly’s Fine Flowers, Port Townsend, helping members construct holi-

day swags, as well as a short talk on waterwise succulent gardening. On 

November 29th, we will go to Bainbridge Nursery and make our own Christ-

mas Wreaths.  

December’s meeting will include a talk on holly and a TBD program. To ring 

in the new year, our January 11th meeting will consist of “Fun Projects to 

Liven up the Winter Garden” along with a talk on native plants. We will 

take a trip to Laughing Gnome Pottery on January 17th. 

Lorie Guilford, Co-President  
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Bogachiel Garden Club  

December 19, 2018, at our monthly meeting, we will be making 
“Fascinators” to wear to our January Tea on January 19, 2019. The Tea 
will be held at Forks Assembly of God Church in Forks. Guest Speaker will 
be Cori Carlton who is a Thurston County Master Gardener Program Coor-
dinator. Please see below for information regarding the Tea. 

Our next monthly meeting is on January 16, 2019. Our program is "Show 
and Tell." Members will bring a craft, collection, magazine article, repur-
posed or recycled item, etc. to share with other members.  

February 20, 2019 at our monthly meeting, we will have a guest speaker, 
Jessica Latourelle. Jessica has over 20 years experience as a wild 
foods enthusiast. She is a member of the Mycological Society and has 
taken many classes and workshops taught by mushroom experts. She 
will share interesting facts about finding and eating wild mushrooms as 
well as other wild foods.  

Our Junior Garden Clubs will be planting wildflower seeds in one of our 
local parks that Bogachiel Garden Club helped build along the Calawah 
River, a 31-mile-long tributary of the Bogachiel River. 

Tina Adams, President 

Bogachiel Garden Club’s Annual Tea 
 

It’s the event of the season! It’s always a great time. 
 

Our program, “Love a slug”, will be presented by Cori Carl-
ton, Master Gardener and Master Recycler Composter Pro-

gram Manager. She’ll open our eyes to the wonders that are 
garden slugs! 

 
The Tea is Saturday, January 19, 2019, from 1-3 pm. 

Forks Assembly of God Church, 81 Huckleberry Lane. 
Take the 101 to Forks, and then turn left (north) at the first 
road just past Bogachiel Bridge. We’ll have lots of goodies to 

eat and tea at each beautifully decorated table. 
 

Make your reservations through your Garden Club.  
 

Cost (donation) is $9.00 
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(Continued on page 8.) 

HEADQUARTERS HOUSE SALE ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT 

The committee heard presentations from four (4) realtors. After discussion 
and comparison of the benefits for WSFGC, the committee selected Keller 
Williams. They offered a unique knowledge of historical properties as well 
as marketing experience to achieve a sale that would benefit WSFGC and 
the Beacon Hill community. We were presented with several offers, only 
one of which met the criteria benefiting WSFGC.  

The highest bids received were from developers who wanted to demolish 
the house and property to build condominiums or apartments. The bid we 
accepted met the WSFGC membership criteria of saving the house and 
property. The house was sold, signed, closed and recorded on October 10, 
2018 for $1,438,888.00. After closing costs the net profit is 
$1,363,236.45. The funds were deposited in Key Bank at 1.75 %.  

The buyer intends to open a bakery and will start immediately to get con-
struction estimates and will upgrade the electrical panel to accommodate 
commercial ovens. She is applying for landmark status and eventually 
plans to have community events, baking classes, weddings, etc. She grew 
up on Beacon Hill and is community minded. She even states she will use 
pears from the pear tree next year for some of her recipes.  

Tenants and renters have been notified and occupancy terminated on No-
vember 1, 2018. Headquarters House insurance was cancelled and utilities 
have been turned over to the buyers. The gardener will continue with the 
garden maintenance until December 15, 2018. The new owners will take 
possession on December 15, 2018.  

WSFGC is now clearing items from the house. Garden Clubs that have do-
nated items and requested to remove their items will do so. The Betty Ar-
nold Bench has been removed by Marie Waller and placed in a location 
that was special to Betty. White dishes and the dish cabinet have been re-
moved. The piano will remain with the house. The organ may be pur-
chased for a nominal price. If it is not sold to club member(s) it will be 
placed on Craig's list.  

Holiday Show items, previous minutes and financial records will be put into 
storage. The location and size of the storage facility is being discussed. 
Historical items have been given to the WSFGC Historian for preservation. 
Any hazardous materials found in the house and basement will be taken to 
Bellevue hazardous material disposal.  

A moving company was hired to remove all heavy items from the second 
floor to the main floor of the house for the upcoming donation day of prop-
erties to garden club members. A list of available items was sent to Direc-
tors and Club Presidents to notify all garden club members that they may 
choose mementos at no cost.  
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Keep this contact information handy: 

 

National Garden Clubs website https://www.gardenclub.com/ 
 

Pacific Region website http://www.pacificregiongardenclubs.org/ 
 

Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs  
website https://www.wagardenclubs.com/    

(password: peony) 
 

Some of the HQH items available, at no charge to members, will be 
ready for pick up on Saturday December 1st, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
All items must be removed on that day. Please bring your own box-
es and bags.  

The piano is staying with the building and the Organ is for sale on 
the 1st and must be removed on that day. If the organ does not sell 
it will go on Craig’s list. 

Tables and chairs plus chair holder 
Dishes and silverware 
Cooking utensils 
Betty Jean's office WSFGC furniture upstairs (&. Brides room) 
Table near doorway 
Cleaning supplies 
Microwave oven 
Pictures 

The date of the donation is December 1, 2018 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. Bring 
your own boxes and bags. All remaining items will be given to a donation 
center. All decisions made by the committee were unanimous. The Head-
quarters House Sale Finance Committee is currently being formed. It will 
consist of some Special Committee Board members and some members of 
districts who have financial experience. 

Joyce Lounsberry WSFGC President 

(Continued from page 7.) 

https://www.wagardenclubs.com/
http://www.pacificregiongardenclubs.org/


 9 

Nordland Garden Club 
 
We were pleased that the District Meeting was held at our clubhouse in 
October. There were representatives from all of the District garden clubs 
and we appreciate all of you who traveled to Marrowstone Island for this 
event. “Time flies” is not a cliché but a reality. The holidays are almost 
upon us.  
 
The week of November 11th marks Nordland Garden Club’s annual 
wreath/swag making. Our clubhouse will be filled with the smell of the 
holidays as our members wield their glue guns to apply cones, all sorts of 
natural greens, and other holiday ornaments to the noble fir natural 
wreaths and swags. Finally bright bows are attached. The pre-orders this 
year are for more than 300 decorated wreaths swags. The proceeds from 
this sale allow us to provide college scholarships, support community not-
for-profit services and maintain our Nordland facility.   
 
Bi-annually the Nordland Garden Club holds a plant sale. This sale will 
take place on the 1st Saturday of May 2019. Members have made dozens 
of hypertufa pots and leaf castings and are busy potting up plants for 
sale. Inside the clubhouse we sell member donated garden related books, 
tools and other items. Please come by and see us for this event. 
 
Best regards for a happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Melanie Barry 
President 
 
P.S. I prepared a beef brisket for the District meeting and a number of 
you requested the recipe. It follows. 

 
Slow Cooked Beef Brisket 

 
Salt and pepper a 4-5 pound beef brisket and brown on all sides. In a 
roasting pan put 2 cans (14.5 oz. each) of low sodium beef broth, 1 can 
of beer (optional), a cup of ketchup, 4 whole garlic cloves, 2 medium-
large yellow onions cut into 6 wedges and S&P. Place browned beef fat-
side up on a rack over the liquid mixture.  
 
Cover the pan tightly, 1st with regular aluminum foil and then with heavy 
duty foil. Make sure the pan is sealed very tightly, otherwise the liquids 
may evaporate and the brisket could burn. Roast in a 350 degree oven for 
4–5 hours. Check after 3 hours that there is adequate liquid in the roast-
ing pan. When done, remove the meat from the pan (cover with foil to 
keep warm) and strain the liquid into a sauce pan. Press the onion and 
garlic juices through the sieve. Bring the sauce to a boil and reduce by 
about a third. Taste for seasoning. ENJOY! 
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An Excerpt from a Special Letter From Mary Lou Paulson, Co-Director, OPD 
 
OPD Officers, Club Presidents, Committee Chairmen and Members, 
                
I have just returned from the Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs, Novem-
ber 6-7, 2018, Winter Board Meeting in Olympia. The meeting was in conjunction 
with the State Holiday Show. Mary Lou Waitz is still recovering from knee replace-
ment surgery and did not attend. 
                
The Olympic Peninsula District’s members who entered the Holiday Show, “Holidays 
Around the World”, came back with Blue Ribbons. Photos of some of their exhibits 
are attached. Tina Cozzolino won a Blue Ribbon for her “Water All Over the World” 
an Underwater Design. Tina Cozzolino won another Blue Ribbon for her “Allies” a 
Parallel Design. Billie Fitch won a Blue Ribbon for box decorated for the season to 
signify “Boxing Day”. 
                 
One of the reasons District Directors attend these meetings is to learn what other 
Clubs are doing. This helps Clubs by receiving ideas they might use. You can find in-
formation in the Officers’ Reports.  
                
The GALA “Enchanted by Design” a WSFGC Floral Design program and lunch is 
happening March 19, 2019 at the Red Lion Hotel, Olympia, WA. Helga Sallman the 
designer we were told will stretch your imagination. 
                
The State publication Washington Garden & Design is looking to fill several available 
positions: Managing Editor; Circulation; Advertising Coordinator; and Landscape De-
sign Editor.  
                
The State is looking to fill Membership Chairman; Program and Meeting Guide Chair-
man which will be online and will need someone to send changes to the webmas-
ter. If you are someone or know of someone who has experience in publishing and 
would be interesting in checking out these positions please contact Diane Franchini 
Phone 1-253-653-0827 or email her at franchinisd@gmail.com. 
                
Districts send their Directors to these State meetings so more members might con-
sider serving as District Directors. Some Districts and Clubs have joined their local 
Chambers of Commerce. This allows them to get printing at a discount, plus have 
their Club information published in the Chambers newsletters. Clubs that joined their 
local Chamber are excited about the support from businesses and businessmen and 
women in their communities. 
                
A representative from the Olympic Peninsula District will be asked to give our Dis-
trict’s input. Our representative’s name has not yet been named. 
               
Thank you for all you do for Garden Club, 
Mary Lou Paulson, Olympic Peninsula District Co-Director 
 

mailto:franchinisd@gmail.com
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The Olympic Peninsula District’s 
members who entered the Holiday 
Show, “Holidays Around the World”, 
came back with Blue Ribbons.  
 
Here are photos of some of their ex-
hibits.  

 
Tina Cozzolino won a Blue Ribbon for 
her “Water All Over the World” an 
Underwater Design. Tina Cozzolino 
won another Blue Ribbon for her 
“Allies” a Parallel Design.  

 
Billie Fitch won a Blue Ribbon for a 
box decorated for the season to sig-
nify “Boxing Day”. 
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Let us end this issue of the Gazette with a thought 
about Veterans’ Day and Veterans: While another 

Veterans’ Day has passed, the men and women who 
served our country are here among us every day. 

 
Thank a Vet for our freedom.  

After all, they are the ones who secured it for us.  

This is the Blue Star Memorial in Port Angeles, Wa.  
 


